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WITH 


TABULATED  STATEMENTS  OF  THE  SICKNESS 


AND  MORTALITY  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


RALPH  YOUNG,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  Eng. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TO  THE 


Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 


OF  THE 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ROYTON. 


GENTLEMEN, 

1  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Tenth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District.  It  is  conveniently 
divided  into  Sections,  which  contain  details  relating  to  Vital  Statistics, 
Infectious  Diseases,  Sanitary  Inspection,  and  Departmental  Work,  and  to 
the  Acts  of  Parliament — the  administration  of  which  is  largely  in  the 
hands  of  the  District  Council. 


The  mortality  rates  continue  satisfactory,  as  shewn  in  the  Tables, 
which  have  also  been  made  the  subject  of  comment  in  the  text  of  the 
Report.  In  addition  to  the  general  information  usually  found  in  such 
Annual  Statements,  an  account  is  given  of  the  investigations  made,  as  also 
a  Special  Report  with  regard  to  unhealthy  sanitary  conditions  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  Authority  has  been  drawn  by  complaint  or  otherwise. 
Detailed  reference  is  made  to  particular  epidemics  prevailing  during  the 
year,  and  a  history  of  the  circumstances  associated  with  them  is  provided 
for  the  information  of  the  Council.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  the  Engineer  engaged  in  the  Sewerage  Scheme,  the  Police 
Authorities,  and  the  Council  School  Officers,  who  have  all  given  me  their 
ready  oo-operaiion  and  assistance. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


25 rid  February ,  1905. 


RALPH  YOUNG, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT  OF  ROYTON. 


REPORT,  1904. 


The  operatives,  who  comprise  practically  the  whole  population,  NewHouses 
are  now  somewhat  better  provided  for  as  regards  house  accommodation, 
about  60  new  houses  having  been  erected  and  occupied  during  1904, 
and  although  the  yard  space  is  generally  sufficient,  the  same  remarks  as 
in  former  years  hold  good  with  respect  to  their  paving  and  flagging. 

On  the  hypothesis  of  the  Registrar  General,  population  increases  Population 
by  geometrical  progression,  and  his  estimates  are  formed  on  the 
supposition  that  the  average  annual  increase  of  the  previous  dCcennial 
period  will  be  maintained.  In  Roy  ton,  during  the  past  year,  the  natural 
increase  of  births  over  deaths  has  been  126.  These  facts  have  been 
borne  in  mind  in  estimating  the  population  of  the  District  to  the  middle 
of  1904,  which  in  the  following  calculations  has  been  fixed  at  15,350. 

The  population  of  the  different  wards  is  shewn  in  Table  11.  With  Distribution 
regard  to  physical  features  there  is  no  great  essential  difference  between 
these  wards,  except  that  whilst  over  a  good  part  of  Dryclough  and 
Heyside  a  bed  of  clay  lies  near  the  surface,  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  the 
District  has  a  subsoil  of  sand  and  gravel, 

The  water  supply  is  derived  from  the  Oldham  Corporation’s  Water  supply 
mains,  and  is  generally  considered  to  be  sufficient  and  wholesome.  The 
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At  Summit 


Births 


1  ieaths 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Oldham  stated,  a  few  years  ago,  that  the 
water,  being  gathered  from  a  peaty  soil,  has  a  tendency  to  dissolve  the 
lead  in  the  service  pipes,  and  in  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  in  this  District,  daring  the  past  year,  one  death  is  said  to  have 
been  associated  with  plumbism  of  old  standing. 

New  sewers  have  been  laid  in  Windmill  Street  and  Mellalieu 
Street,  although  that  at  Longsight  alluded  to  in  last  year’s  Report 
remains  pretty  much  in  the  same  condition.  In  order  to  convey  the 
sewage  from  the  Summit  and  Gravel  Hole  Districts  to  the  precipita¬ 
tion  works,  the  Council  are  now  constructing  a  sewer  under  more  than 
ordinary  difficulties.  Its  depth  necessitates  a  tunnel  through  the  hill, 
and  in  this  is  encountered  large  quantities  of  water,  often  coming  in 
sudden  outbursts.  The  ground  met  with  is  quicksand,  grave-1,  and 
running  loam.  The  tunnel,  owing  to  this,  requires  close  timbering,  and 

the  undertaking  is  a  difficuit  one  for  the  Engineer,  and  a  costly  one  for 
the  District. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  1904  has  been  406 — viz., 
226  males,  and  180  females.  Of  these  13  were  illegitimate.  The  annual 
birth  rate  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Oldham  generally  is  low,  and  of  this 
District,  in  particular,  it  has  been  26 '4.  The  birth  rate,  as  in  many 
other  Districts,  appears  to  be  slowly  declining,  but  that  for  the  past 
year  remains  at  about  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  by  the  Registrar  has  been  245. 
This  number,  corrected  by  the  addition  of  35  persons  belonging  the 
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District  who  have  died  outside  its  boundaries,  brings  the  total  up  to 
280,  consisting  of  145  males  and  135  females.  The  difference  in  the 
death  rate  produced  by  this  correction  is  very  obvious,  in  the  one  case  Rate 
being  15 ’9  ;  and  in  the  other,  the  corrected  rate,  being  18 '2.  This  is  a 
point  of  importance  if  it  is  desired,  for  instance,  to  compare  this  District 
with  others  in  the  same  county.  Moreover,  there  are  not  many  Districts 
where  practically  the  whole  population  may  be  said  to  be  engaged  in  one 
occupation — that  of  spinning ;  but  if  numbers  alone  be  considered, 
returns  for  the  previous  year  are  available  from  such  places  as  Chadder- 
ton,  population  25,500,  and  a  death  rate  of  17*3.  Horwich,  population 
15,600,  death  rate  15'4.  Tyldesley,  population  15,750,  death  rate  1 7 *6. 

The  more  important  tests  of  the  health  of  the  District  will  be  gathered 
from  the  following  table,  which,  in  addition  to  other  particulars,  shews 
the  number  of  births  and  deaths  extending  over  a  period  of  years. 
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In  this  table  both  the  registered  death  rate  and  the  rate  corrected 
by  the  addition  of  residents  dying  outside  the  District  are  given.  It  can, 
therefore,  only  be  of  use  for  comparison  with  Districts  where  similar 
corrections  are  made. 

The  only  marked  fluctuations  during  the  year  were  during  the 
months  of  January,  October,  and  December,  when  the  number  of  deaths 
reached  34,  26  and  32  respectively.  The  increase  at  these  periods  was 
due  mostly  to  climatic  causes,  and  to  the  epidemic  of  measles  referred 
to  further  on. 


The  corrected  death  rate,  however,  for  the  year  compares 
favourably  with  the  average  of  previous  years,  which  goes  far  to  shew 
that  there  is  no  special  deterioration  in  the  sanitary  conditions  generally 
of  the  district.  With  regard  to  the  Institution  at  Fir  Bank  for  receiving 
children  from  other  parts  of  the  Union  of  Oldham,  it  is  not  now  likely 
that  deaths  will  be  reported  from  thence,  inasmuch  as  the  sick  children 
are  now  returned  either  to  the  Union  Infirmary  or  to  the  Hospital  for 
Infectious  diseases  as  the  case  may  be. 


The  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  during  the  year  under  review 
have  numbered  66,  the  principal  causes  of  these  being  Bronchitis, 
Pneumonia,  and  Premature  birth  in  about  equal  proportions. 


Diarrhoea  has  also  contributed  largely  towards  the  infantile 
mortality,  although  it  is  pretty  certain  that  this  arises  from  causes 
mainly  of  a  domestic  nature,  and  not  from  any  physical  characters 
oaf*  sanitary  conditions  peculiar  to  the  District,  which  is  always  com¬ 
paratively  free  from  Intestinal  Diseases  generally. 

The  rate  of  mortality  per  1000  registered  births  has  been  162*5, 
which,  although  an  increase  on  last  year,  is  still  below  the  average  of  the 
previous  d&ennial  period. 
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In  an  Urban  District  we  usually  expect  a  large  infantile  mor-  jyieans  to 

Influence 

tality,  and  although  the  prevailing  rate  is  higher  than  the  county 
average,  it  is  not  excessive.  Education  only,  and  home  influences  such 
as  might  be  inculcated  by  a  District  nurse,  for  instance,  would  be  of 
much  value  in  the  removal  of  causes  producing  so  much  sickness  amongst 
young  infants.  The  highest  percentage  relatively  to  the  total  deaths 
occurred  in  Heyside  Ward,  although  the  distribution  both  of  the  general 
mortality  and  of  infantile  deaths  is  better  seen  by  reference  to  table  2. 
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The  differences  existing  between  the  residents  of  the  different 
Wards  of’  the  District  as  regards  occupation,  sanitary  surroundings,  and 
the  like,  are  not  great,  although  this  cannot  be  said  with  respect  to 
density,  the  variation  of  which  is  sufficiently  obvious. 

In  the  subjoined  table  is  shewn  the  various  causes  of  death  as 
they  have  occurred  at  different  ages  and  in  the  various  localities. 


TABLE  3. 
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The  above  arrangement  of  details  will  be  of  advantage  to  the  Inferences 

from 

Classification 

local  authority  as  pointing  out  the  direction  in  which  disease  should  be 
attacked,  and  the  steps  necessary  for  carrying  out  the  advice  that  may 
be  tendered  from  time  to  time. 

Although  it  will  be  seen  the  greater  number  of  deaths  has  been 
due  to  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  the  various  kinds  of  nervous  disease 
in  their  respective  order,  yet  a  considerable  number  fall  under  the 
head  of  Pulmonary  and  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  the  Zymotic  dis¬ 
eases,  and  Cancer.  And  it  is  precisely  with  the  view  of  combating  these 
latter  forms  of  disease  that  public  attention  has  of  late  years  been  so 
much  engaged  in  the  devising  of  sanitary  measures,  and  rendering 
assistance  to  the  development  of  scientific  research,  a  laudable  example, 
indeed,  to  those  local  authorities  who  are  diffident  about  spending  even 
a  little  public  money  in  a  similar  way. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  notification  of  disease  has  proved  of  untold  advantage  to  the 
public,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  suggestion  has  often  been  made  to 
extend  its  present  limits. 

The  voluntary  notification  of  Measles  and  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  even  in  a  small  district  like  Royton,  could  not  but  be  attended 
with  beneficial  results. 

The  number  and  nature  of  cases  of  Infectious  disease  reported  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1904,  arranged  according 
to  age,  and  the  different  localities  in  which  they  occurred,  is  shewn  in 
the  following  table,  as  also  the  number  and  kind  of  cases  removed  to 
Hospital  from  each  Ward. 
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Smallpox 

Erysipelas  ... 

# 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

Total  ... 

With  regard  to  the  removals  to  Hospital,  it  has  been  our  usual 
practice  to  remove  all  smallpox  patients,  and  those  fever  patients  whose 
continuance  at  home  would  be  a  source  of  danger  from  the  nature  of 
their  surroundings  or  otherwise.  The  detention  of  such  cases  in  Hos¬ 
pital  has  occasionally  been  commented  on  in  Committee  ;  but  it  must  be 
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remembered  that  extreme  care  is  to  be  taken,  and  often  there  is  no  little 
difficulty  in  deciding  when  infection  has  disappeared  before  the  patients 
are  discharged. 

With  regard  to  the  maintenance  and  treatment  of  cases  whilst  in 
Hospital  the  same  arrangements  continue  in  force  as  formerly. 


It  is  noticeable  that  the  greatest  number  of  Fever  cases  were 
always  reported  during  the  regular  school  terms,  and  the  following 
details  are  also  noteworthy  : — - 


In  2  households  there  were  4  cases  each 
8  „  „  3 
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94  households 


...  138  cases. 


These  figures  do  not  include  the  cases  reported  from  the 
Children's  Home  at  Fir  Bank.  From  Table  4  it  would  at  first  sight 
appear  that  Infectious  disease  has  been  more  prevalent  during  1904  than 
in  previous  years  ;  but  this  is  entirely  due  to  the  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever.  The  true  aspect  of  the  case,  moreover,  with  regard  to 
the  increase  of  Fever  cases,  is  more  clear  when  the  above  limitations  of 
the  foci  of  infection  are  taken  into  consideration. 


With  an  average  notification  during  the  previous  decennial  period 
of  7 5 *7,  and  an  average  mortality  of  47,  there  were  reported  during  the 
past  year  147  cases,  with  a  mortality  of  11,  but  9  cases  were  reported 
from  the  Scattered  Homes  at  Fir  Bank  alone.  These  Homes  are  on  the 
border  of  Thornham  Ward,  which,  for  7  years,  has  only  had  an  average 
of  3 ‘6  cases  per  annum;  whilst  during  1904  as  many  as  20  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  reported  from  this  Ward  alone.  As  was  observed  in 
a  previous  Report,  the  introduction  of  a  large  number  of  children  from 


Scarlet  Fever 


Apparent 

inerease 

Explained 


various  parts  of  the  Union  to  Fir  Bank  was  very  likely  to  increase  the 
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Measles 


Special  Report 


amount  of  febrile  disease,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  principal 


increased  fatality  is,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  frequent  occurrence  of  two  or 
more  cases  in  households  where  isolation  is  so  very  difficult,  and  treat¬ 
ment  consequently  not  so  efficacious. 

Measles  caused  some  trouble  during  the  year,  particularly  after 
the  month  of  August,  although  the  mortality  from  this  disease  has  been 
less  than  in  previous  years.  The  epidemic  increased  in  severity  as  the 
year  advanced,  hll  the  deaths,  with  one  exception,  occurring  during  the 
last  quarter. 

During  the  mouth  of  October  Measles  prevailed  so  extensively 
at  Heyside  that  a  special  house  to  house  visitation  was  made,  and  the 
following  Report  issued  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  on  the  18th. 

“This  day  your  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  visited  a  number  of 
houses  in  Heyside  and  neighbourhood,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the 
extent  of  an  epidemic  of  Measles  which  was  reported  as  prevailing  in 
that  district.  We  found  that  the-  disease  extensively  prevailed  there, 
chiefly  amongst  children  attending  the  Blackshaw  Lane  Council  School, 
frequently  two  or  three  cases  occurring  in  one  family.  In  these  latter 
instances  it  was  noticed  often  that  the  child  first  attacked  happened  to 
be  attending  the  same  school,  a  pretty  sure  indication,  therefore,  that 
the  school  was  the  source  of  infection.  It  was  ascertained  further,  from 
returns  kindly  provided  for  the  Sanitary  Authority  by  the  Council  School 
officers  that  the  disease  seemed  to  affect  mostly  those  children  belonging 
to  the  Infants’  Department,  and  how  seriously  the  attendance  was 
reduced  is  evident  from  the  annexed  Statement  handed  to  us  by  the 


same  officials.” 
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Date 

Infants’  Department. 

. 

Upper  School. 

No.  on  Books. 

Average 

Attendance. 

No.  on  Books. 

Average 
Attendance . 

Sept.  9 

176 

131 

317 

270-9 

16 

174 

134 

314 

276*2 

23 

176 

133 

313 

273 

30 

180 

130 

3/3 

267-4 

Oct.  7 

180 

96 

312 

253*8 

14 

180 

81 

312 

241-7 

On  the  17th  October  the  attendance  had  dropped  from  131  to  64 
in  the  Infants’  Department,  and  from  370  to  240  in  the  Upper  School.” 

The  Committee,  therefore,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Officer  Action  taken 
of  Health,  decided  to  close  the  Infants’  Department  of  the  School  for  a 
period  of  17  day s,  commencing  on  the  20th  October,  with  the  result 
that  the  epidemic  rapidly  disappeared  from  the  District. 

Considering  that  smallpox  has  been  more  or  less  constantly  Smallpox 
present  in  the  adjacent  neighbourhood,  it  is  remarkable  that  Royton  has 
been  visited  so  lightly  with  this  disease  during  the  year.  Seven  cases 
in  all  were  reported,  but  no  deaths.  The  first  case  was  notified  from  Limits 
Dryclough  Ward,  and  was  of  so  mild  a  character  that  it  was  not  removed 
to  Hospital. 

This  patient  had  been  engaged  as  driver  of  the  Ambulance 
Carriage,  collecting  sick  cases  from  various  parts  of  the  Oldham  Union 
for  the  Union  Infirmary,  and  so,  probably,  contracted  the  disease  in  this 
way.  All  the  remaining  cases  were  removed  to  Cinder  Hill,  three  of 
them  occurring  in  one  household  in  Higginshaw  during  October,  none  of 
the  latter  having  been  vaccinated. 
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Of  the  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease  there  have  been  from 
Scarlet  Fever  11,  Enteric  Fever  1,  Measles  7,  Whooping  Cough  3, 
Diarrhoea  9,  or  31  altogether,  shewing  a  mortality  of  2 ‘01  per  1000  for 
the  year.  This  is  under  the  average  of  the  previous  7  years,  which  has 
been  2 '08. 

In  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  that  have  been  reported  or  dis¬ 
covered  in  course  of  visitation  the  usual  steps  have  been  taken  in  the  way 
of  disinfection  by  formalin  gas  and  spray.  When  the  temporary  removal 
of  families  has  been  necessary  for  the  carrying  out  of  these  measures, 
accommodation  has  been  provided  for  them  in  the  hut  erected  in  the 
Town's  Yard  by  the  Council  last  year.  Valuable  information  is  still 
obtained  from  the  School  Board  Officers  with  regard  to  non-notifiable 
disease,  as  has  been  seen  from  the  Report  of  the  Epidemic  of  Measles. 
We  are  also  still  able  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  beds  (90  upwards)  at  West 
Hulme  Hospital  for  Fever  cases,  and  of  the  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Cinder 
Hill.  Disinfectants  are  distributed  gratuitously  as  usual,  whilst  clothing 
and  bedding  are  put  through  Goddard’s  Disinfector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  AND  DEPARTMENTAL  WORK. 


of 


The  regular  inspection  of  the  District  by  the  Sanitary  Officer 
throughout  the  year  has  revealed  151  nuisances,  arising  mainly  from 
blocked  drains,  defective  waste  pipes  and  connections,  defective  cesspools, 
ashpits,  and  similar  conveniences. 


These  matters  were  remedied  after  116  visits,  130  revisits,  65 
letters,  and  the  service  of  22  formal,  and  14  legal  notices. 

During  the  year  120  inquiries  were  made  with  respect  to  Infectious 
Diseases  notified  to  the  Authority,  and  126  notices  were  sent  to  the  Day 
Schools  prohibiting  or  regulating  attendance  from  infected  houses.  Disin¬ 
fectants  were  distributed  on  application,  and  279  rooms  in  127  different 
premises  have  been  disinfected. 
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The  removal  work  continues  to  be  done  satisfactorily  by  the 
Council’s  workmen,  the  ashpit  refuse  going  mostly  to  the  Destructor,  and 
the  night-soil  to  the  neighbouring  farms.  The  Inspector  was  engaged  in 
supervising  this  work  on  1 1 2  days,  and  he  usually  sees  that  the  sanitary 
cans  are  emptied  at  least  weekly,  or  as  often  as  is  required. 

The  Slaughter  Douses  have  been  visited  40  times,  and  24  times  in 
company  with  the  Veterinary  Officer.  They  continue  to  be  fairly  well 
kept  and  in  order. 

These  have  been  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Officer  and  several  by  the 
Medical  Officer,  who  noticed  that  some  improvement  had  been  made  in  the 
matter  of  lighting,  ventilation,  and  diainage. 

With  regard  to  particular  nuisances,  one  was  complained  of  on 
more  than  one  occasion  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shaw  Road,  Conse¬ 
quently,  frequent  investigations  have  been  made  both  by  the  Medical 
Officer  and  the  Inspector,  and  full  details  will  be  found  in  the  following 
Report,  made  to  the  Council  at  the  request  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  on  the  28th  December,  1904. 

“On  complaint  being  made  on  the  13th  of  April,  this  year,  by  a 
resident  in  the  neighbourhood,  of  a  nuisance  caused  by  a  farmer  spreading- 
night-soil  brought  from  the  adjoining  District  of  Crompton,  on  a  held  at 
Broadbent,  Shaw  Road,  in  the  Royton  Urban  District,  the  place  was 
visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Sanitarv  Inspector.  A  letter  was 
consequently  written  to  the  farmer  on  the  15th  requesting  him  to  abate 
the  nuisance,  which  he  did  by  ploughing  up  the  held.'  The  circumstances 
were  duly  reported  to  the  Sanitary  and  Surveyors’  Committee  on  the  27th 
April.  It  was  noticed  by  the  Inspector  and  the  Medical  Officer,  in  the 
early  part  of  July,  that  the  farmer  was  collecting  the  night-soil  in  tanks 
in  a  part  of  the  held  some  distance  from  the  dwelling  houses,  where  it 
went  through  the  process  of  being  mixed  with  shoddy  for  the  purpose  of 
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manuring  the  land..  Although  at  that  time  there  could  hardly  be  said  to 
be  a  nuisance  dangerous  to  health,  the  man  at  work  there,  mixing  the 
manure,  was  told  that  it  must  not  be  spread  on  the  field  adjacent  to  the 
houses.  It  was  found,  however,  by  the  Sanitary  Officer,  about  the  middle 
of  July,  that  there  was  a  smell  proceeding  from  the  tanks  which  was 
perceptible  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  houses  in  Shaw  Road,  probably 
because  the  wind  was  from  that  direction.  The  matter  was,  therefore, 
reported  to  the  Committee  at  its  meeting  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month, 
and  a  second  letter  was  written  to  the  farmer  on  the  29th  threatening  him 
with  proceedings.  Since  then  there  has  been  no  nuisance  until  about  the 
date  of  the  letter  of  complaint  of  December  7th  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Roy’s  certificate  (which  is  not  dated  previous 
to  about  that  time),  and  which  only  emphasises  statements  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the  Committee  Meeting  in  July.  When  the 
night-soil  is  spread  on  the  land  adjacent  to  the  dwelling  houses  in  Shaw 
Road,  it  certainly  gives  rise  to  a  nuisance  which  may  be  dangerous  to 
health.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  from  the  above  statement,  that  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  the  nuisance  has 
not  been  continuous,  but  the  same  nuisance  committed  in  April,  and 
abated  by  order  of  the  Committee,  has  been  repeated  in  December  in 
spite  of  warnings  from  the  Committee  in  the  meantime.” 

Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  mixing  of  night-soil  and  shoddy  is  still 
continued  in  the  field  at  a  distance  from  the  dwellings,  the  matter  will 
require  to  remain  under  the  eve  of  the  Authority  until  it  can  be  satisfied 

that  there  is  a  nuisance  continuously  dangerous  to  health. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS’  ACT. 

Two  persons  have  been  proceeded  against  during  1904  for  offences 
under  this  Act. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1904. 

The  total  number  of  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  District  classification 

and 

according  to  the  Register  is  111,  including  54  Factories,  16  Workshops, 
and  41  Bakehouses.  The  total  number  of  visits  made  during  1904  was 
126.  The  chief  industries  have  not  varied  from  former  years,  and  include 
cotton  spinning  and  weaving,  winding,  bleaching  and  dyeing,  and  joiners 
and  builders  trades. 

In  the  matter  of  cleanliness  the  workshops  and  domestic  work-  Sanitation 
shops  have  been  found  in  a  satisfactory  and  orderly  condition,  five  notices 
having  been  served  in  consequence  of  the  defects  found,  and  which  were 
remedied  accordingly.  The  air  space  has  been  sufficient,  and,  with  one 
exception,  the  ventilation  satisfactory. 

These  consist  of  small  confectioners  shops  and  ordinary  cottage  Bakehouses 
houses,  with  bakery  attached,  to  the  number  of  42.  One  only  is  under¬ 
ground,  and  has  been  certified.  Defects  in  general  sanitary  conditions 
were  found  in  two  places  only,  and  these  were  remedied  after  notice. 

Eighty -four  visits  were  made  to  mills  and  workshops  during  the  Sanitary- 

Conveniences 

year.  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  was  adopted 
by  the  Council  on  the  1st  October,  1891.  About  50  defects  were  noticed 
amongst  the  Factories,  consisting  chiefly  of  closets  without  doors  to  con¬ 
veniences  for  females,  and  two  mills  had  insufficient  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion,  which  was  afterwards  supplied  by  rearranging  the  conveniences.  In 
2  places  the  drainage  was  bad  and  had  passages  in  bad  repair,  and  4  had  a 
number  of  defective  sanitary  pans.  We  do  not  consider  the  sanitary 
conveniences  sufficient  and  suitable  unless  they  are  kept  separate  for  the 
two  sexes,  and  in  the  proportion  of  one  for  every  25  persons.  Eight  legal 
notices  were  required  before  the  defects  found  were  considered  to  be 
remedied  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  outworkers’  lists  received  in  February  include  two  employers  Home  Work 
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and  two  workmen,  all  residing  within  the  District. 

In  the  last  half  of  the  year  the  outworkers  ceased  to  be  employed. 


